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Section 3 Family and friends
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Section 8

Topic 1 School rules and pressures
Topic 2 School trips, events, exchanges
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Study guidance
Assignment 8

Section 9
Topic 1 Accidents and injuries
Topic 2 The world of work
Topic 3 Future plans
Study guidance
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Topic 1 Work, volunteering, careers
Topic 2 Communication - by internet, mobile phone, email, social
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Topic 3 Keeping informed - radio, newspapers, TV, online
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The course is presented online with references to a number of
videos, podcasts and other resources on the internet.
The screenshot below shows how the online course appears.

The ebook, French for Edexcel International GCSE, by
Chevrier-Clarke et al, Hodder Education, is provided as part
of the course. The course material integrates closely with
the ebook.
The online sections of the course material can also be
downloaded as printable PDF books. An example from
Topic 1 House and Home, follows. Screenshots of the
ebook are included to show corresponding sections.

4

© 2018 The Open School Trust – National Extension College

Topic 1 House and home

Site:

learn@nec

Course:

IGCSE French 2017

Book:

Topic 1 House and home

Date:

Wednesday, 25 October 2017, 11:31 AM

Table of contents
Introduction
Build your vocabulary
1A.1 Là où j’habite
1A.2 C’est comment chez toi ?
Grammar continued
Grammar continued 2
1A.3 Chez moi, je...
Grammar continued
5 Writing
1A.4 Ma pièce préférée, c’est...
Summary
Answers

Extract from the
corresponding section in the
textbook.

Introduction
Printable version of this book

This topic relates to Unit 1A House and home in the textbook or ebook. You will find that the topic is written with school and college students in mind.
We guide you through the activities and where appropriate suggest ways of making them more relevant to NEC students.
You can find answers to the questions we've asked you to do from the texbook after the Summary.

Build your vocabulary
Before starting working on 1A.1, here are a few suggestions of ways in which you can build up your vocabulary:
Look up any word or phrase you don’t know or aren’t sure about in a dictionary. See the Study guidance: choosing a dictionary if you need
to get a dictionary.
Make a note of the words and phrases you want to learn. You could use the Glossary in the Course companion online, or you may prefer to
create a vocabulary list on your computer or tablet or to write words in a notebook or on cards or sheets in a folder. There are even some
vocabulary apps that you could use on a tablet or phone. Don’t forget to add an article (‘un’ or ‘une’) to each noun.
You may like to divide your word lists according to topic – so you could start with words relevant to house and home. This will help when
you come to revise the topics later on.
You can also group together words that belong together, such as verbs, nouns and adjectives.
Choose the method you like best. I like to write the words I want to learn on the righthand page of a notebook, with their translation on the
next, lefthand page. That way I can test myself by looking at the English translation to see if I remember the French word.
You will find the vocabulary list for 1A.1 at the end of Part 1 of the textbook. In addition, the Edexcel specification has lists of vocabulary
for each topic (with English translations) in Appendix 1. You can download the specification
from: http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/internationalgcse-french-2017.html

1A.1 Là où j’habite
1 Reading
For Question 1a, you need to match the pictures (choisis la bonne lettre A–H) with the statements (chaque phrase 1–8). You may have a question like
this in the exam. Read all the sentences before you start matching and start with the ones you find easiest.
Question 1b suggests that you make a vocabulary list of useful words from the exercise.

2 Listening
In this listening passage you will hear eight young people talking about where they live (huit jeunes qui parlent de l’endroit où ils habitent).
You will find the listening passages embedded in the ebook, or on the CD if you are using the textbook.
Question 2 is a multiplechoice activity where you have to select the correct answer from the list (choisis la réponse appropriée). Read the answers
before you start and listen to the passage twice. You may have a question like this in the exam.
When you have finished this add any new words or phrases to your word list.

3 Grammar
Question 3 asks you to practise using the indefinite articles:
un – ‘a’ for a masculine word
une – ‘a’ for a feminine word
des – ‘some’ or ‘any’. Note that des is the plural of un and une. In French you usually have an article, which is not so in English. For
example, when in English you say ‘there are flats for sale’, in French you say ‘il y a des appartements à vendre’.
Choose which you think is correct for each sentence. If you are not sure whether a word is masculine or feminine, check in your dictionary. See the
Study guidance: choosing a dictionary.
See the NEC Grammar Summary Section 2 Articles.

4 Pronunciation
This activity asks you to listen to a sentence (embedded in the ebook, or on the CD) and to separate out the words – you may like to write it down.
Then practise saying it yourself. It’s a good idea to record what you say, and then compare this with the original.
You can ignore Questions 5 and 6 for now.

Extract from the
corresponding section in the
textbook.

1A.2 C’est comment chez toi ?
Work through the following activities.

1 Reading
Here is some vocabulary you may need to understand the reading:
heureusement (fortunately)
non plus (neither)
sans aucun doute (without any doubt).
You will find the vocabulary list for 1A.2 at the end of Part 1. Once again, look up any words you don’t know.
Question 1a is a gapfill exercise. You may have a question like this in the exam. You need to choose the right word from the list to fill the gap in each
sentence (complète les phrases avec un mot français choisi dans la liste). There are eight words you won’t need to use.
Question 1b suggests you add useful words to the vocabulary list you started in 1A.1.

2 Listening
You will again find the listening passage embedded in the ebook, or on the CD, if you are using the textbook.
Question 2 asks you to copy and complete the table (copie et complète la grille).
You will find a useful list of words, with their pronunciations, here:

www.laits.utexas.edu/fi/html/voc/08.html#069

You may also like to listen to the following conversation about a couple visiting a house for sale, at the following link:
www.podcastfrancaisfacile.com/podcast/visite-dune-maison.html
Alternatively, if you find that one difficult, try the following:
www.podcastfrancaisfacile.com/podcast/description-appartement.html

3 Grammar
Instead of Question 3, do Activities 1 and 2 (you'll find a link to Activity 1 below) which look at:
the definite article (les articles définis – ‘the’ in English)
the agreement of adjectives (l’accord des adjectifs).

Deﬁnite articles
Activity 1 asks you to choose a definite article (le, la, l’ or les) for each gap in the sentences – you need to pay particular attention to genders
(masculine or feminine) – check your dictionary if you are not sure.
See the NEC Grammar Summary sections 1 Nouns – including gender and 2 Articles.
Do Activity 1 now.

Extract from the
corresponding section in the
textbook.

Grammar continued
Agreement of adjectives
Activity 2 asks you to choose the correct form of some adjectives. Section B1 of the Grammar section in the textbook or ebook points out that you can
usually add the following endings:
‘e’ for the feminine singular – though there are exceptions as in the list below, e.g. beau becomes belle
‘s’ for the masculine plural – most adjectives and nouns ending in -u take ‘x’ in the plural, e.g. beaux
‘es’ for the feminine plural.
Here are some common adjectives relevant to where you live:
Masculine

Feminine

Masculine

singular

singular

plural

Feminine plural

grand

grande

grands

grandes

petit

petite

petits

petites

joli

jolie

jolis

jolies

beau

belle

beaux

belles

nouveau

nouvelle

nouveaux

nouvelles

vieux

vielle

vieux

vielles

Note that before a masculine noun that starts with a vowel or ‘h’:
beau changes to bel
nouveau changes to nouvel
vieux changes to vieil.
Activity 2 asks you to practise using adjectives:
See the NEC Grammar Summary section 3 Adjectives.
Activity 2

Extract from the
corresponding section in the
textbook.

Grammar continued 2
You can now do Question 3a in the textbook or ebook, which gives further practice with articles and adjectives.
Question 3b asks you to find ten adjectives in Justine’s blog in Question 1 – pay attention to the adjective agreement.
Now read Justine’s blog again and look at how the following is said in French:
‘There is no cellar.’
‘There is no balcony either.’
From these two sentences you can see that ‘not any’ is ne … pas de.
In the light of this, do Activity 3.
You can ignore Questions 4 and 5 in the textbook or ebook for now.

Extract from the
corresponding section in the
textbook.

