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It can be dish ear t en in g t o r eceive a low er
gr ade t h an you h oped f or on A level r esu lt s
day, despit e you r best ef f or t s. It can f eel like
t h e en d of t h e w or ld, an d like ever y ot h er
st u den t passed w it h f lyin g colou r s. Rest
assu r ed, you ar e n ot alon e. M an y t h ou san ds
of ot h er st u den t s f aced t h e sam e dilem m a,
bu t t h er e ar e opt ion s t h at can h elp you t u r n
it ar ou n d an d get you back on t h e pat h t o
f ollow you r dr eam s.
Finding that inner resilience to try again can feel
like you are starting at the foot of an
insurmountable obstacle. However, looking at
why it didn?t work out for you the first time
around can help you to make decisions that will
help you turn the disappointment into success.
The unexpected cancellation of the A level
exams this summer and their replacement with
centre-assessed grades (CAGs) has created a
new situation for many students. For some
students it will have worked well but others may
not have been in a position to be entered for a
CAG or they may have been entered but have
not done as well as they hoped. If this applies to
you then it may be a good idea to take
advantage of the option to retake in this
autumn's exam sitting (see our Exams 2020
pages for more information)
It is important to look at the longer-term
reasons why you took those subjects in the first
place. Do these reasons still apply? Are you still
intent on using your A levels for a specific
purpose - for example, a route into Higher
Education, or a change in career? If the answer
is an emphatic ?yes?then the best course of
action is to dust yourself down, reflect on why
you didn?t produce the required results last time
around, and get ready to turn a negative into a
positive result.

So w h y m igh t it n ot h ave qu it e gon e
t o plan t h is t im e ar ou n d?
M aybe you let t h e exam st r ess get t o you an d h in der you r per f or m an ce? Per h aps you didn?t pu t
in t h e h ou r s r equ ir ed t o adequ at ely pr epar e you r self ? Or m aybe you r r evision plan didn?t give
you en ou gh t im e t o f ocu s on som e of t h e k ey su bject ar eas or you r exam t ech n iqu e? Or m aybe
you r eceived a cen t r e-assessed gr ade based on w or k n ot u p t o you r u su al h igh st an dar d?
Whatever the reason, try and consider how you could do things differently. Before you embark on a resit it is
essential that you reflect on how you may change the way you approach it this time around. It is important that
you dust yourself down, dig deep and find the determination you need to keep positive and prove to yourself
that you can, and will, succeed. Evidence of a commitment to achieving your goals is valued by many employers,
as is a strong work ethic, so it really is a worthwhile route forward.
NEC?s h elpf u l cou r se adviser s can h elp you m ake a ch oice.

Cou r se spot ligh t
St r u ct u r ed Fast Tr ack A levels
If you are looking to complete an A level in biology,
chemistry, physics, psychology or maths within an
academic year, you might want to take a look at our new
Fast Track A levels. With a set start date, structured
approach and tutorials, we?ve designed this course to
help you to complete the course within a year, and gain
the all important grades you need.

Lear n m or e

Wh at ar e you w ait in g f or ?
Find out everything you need to know from this guide to resitting your A levels and get back in the
mindset for success.
Once you have read through this guide, if you have any questions or want to find out more about
enrolling on a course with NEC, contact our Course Advice Team who will be happy to help you
make the right choices. If you are looking to book exams for the next available session, information
can be found on the website.

Con t act u s:
Call for free: 0800 389 2839
Overseas/mobile: +44 (0) 1223 400 200
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Wh y sh ou ld I r et ake m y A levels?
Generally students who come to us wishing to resit their A levels
do so because they already know that they need a particular
grade in one, or more, subjects in order to pursue an ambition to
study further. For example, to go on to a foundation or higher
education course where there is a minimum requirement to have
particular grades at A level, to ensure you have enough UCAS
points, to get into art or performing arts schools, or to be
considered for a role or career where there is a requirement to
have reached a certain level of qualification.
Going to university is expensive and it is important that you get
the best possible degree in your chosen subject. Compromising
your plans based on lower grades may not be a sensible decision
given the level of investment you will be making over the duration
of the course. Consider enrolling with the Open University, a
highly recommended online university that accepts students
from all walks of life and academic experience.

NEC Car eer Tr ack s:
Teach in g
At NEC, we?re often asked for advice
about the best courses to choose for
particular careers. That?s why we?ve
published a series of free practical
guides covering the careers most
popular with our students.
This free NEC Career Tracks guide is
intended for anyone who is considering
a career in teaching, or who has
definitely decided that?s what they want

Certainly, more and more employers request a strong set of A
level grades in relevant subjects to be considered for employment
- particularly for advanced apprenticeship programmes. Or, it
may be that you know that you could have performed better.
Sometimes fulfilling your own expectations is one of the most
important reasons, above any others, to try again and regain your
confidence in yourself.

to do and needs to know how.

Wh at ar e t h e
ben ef it s of r et ak in g
m y exam s?

criteria for secondary teacher training

In summary, what are the benefits of rolling up your sleeves and
getting stuck into one, or more, A level resits? Benefits include:
- Improving your confidence and proving to yourself that you
can get the grade you need with hard work and support.
- Improving your choices for further study and further
education, and to opening up your future career options.
- Adding value to your CV and your LinkedIn profile.
- Improving your job applications - including school-leaver
programmes.
- Having the right foundation requirements for your preferred
career goal - for example for accountancy where you don?t
need a degree in order to start on-the-job training.
- Helping you earn more as it opens up greater earning
potential.
- Enjoyment! Maybe you just enjoyed learning the subject and
can use this opportunity to study it for slightly longer!
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It includes an overview of the schools
sector, comparison of university-led
and school-led training,and links to
further information such as the
Department for Education?s eligibility
scholarships.
The full series of guides can be
downloaded here and include helpful
links to further information, for
example on applying to university or
courses available from NEC to help plug
any qualification gaps you may have;
including essential GCSEs in English and
maths.

Wh o is eligible t o t ake r esit s?
It doesn?t matter if you are younger or older, have little experience or lots, have just left your Sixth Form or College,
have been out of education for some time; everyone is eligible to retake their A levels. There are no barriers. If you
retake and do get better grades then your prospects of getting a good place at university are higher, and benefits of
retaking become greater.

Case St u dy
Globe-t r ot t in g w h ilst st u dyin g
Globe-trotting has always been important to Julia's working life, but it also
had a starring role in her teenage years too. Her father was offered a
six-month contract in Belgium which became several years and a flexible
solution was needed for Julia?s schooling. When Julia left formal education at
the age of 15, her parents turned to home education for their academically
able and ambitious daughter. They found NEC through home education
connections and an internet search.
The freedom to learn as she chose suited Julia down to the ground. She
studied for A levels with NEC and her grades won her a place to study for a
BA in Classical & Archaeological Studies with French at the University of
Kent. As well as pursuing her passion for ancient Persia in the university
library, she spent at year working in a high school in Quebec teaching.

How lon g w ill it t ake?
It really depends which route you
decide to take. If you are starting the A
level from scratch - say for example
you did history at school 5 years ago
and haven?t studied the subject since then it can take between 18-24
months to ensure you are exam-ready.
If you recently took your exam then
you can approach your learning
provider now to find out when they
can put you in for a resit exam, and
then use your existing materials to
revise again - which could be achieved
in a matter of months. If you are
changing provider, you need to make
sure that the new provider is able to
offer you support for the same
awarding body and specification.

Recom m en ded
18-24 m on t h s

Ch eck t h e aw ar din g
body

Ch eck t h e exam
specif icat ion
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Wh at su bject s can I r esit ?
Retakes are offered in every subject although it is important to realise that no marks can be carried over from your
previous attempts to get your grade. You will be taking your exams with a completely clean slate and will not be able
to bring over marks from any papers that may have gone well the first time around. With coursework, however, you
may not be required to redo this - you can ask for your old coursework mark to be ?carried forward?. The same
applies to the practical endorsement for science A levels.
If you are moving to a different school or college, you need to make sure that your new provider is able to offer you
support for the same specification and awarding body you prepared for the first time around.

Wh en can I r esit m y exam s?
Unless you are eligible for the autumn session this year, you can only take A levels in the summer - so in the
May/June sitting. As a guideline, summer exams usually have an entry deadline set by the awarding bodies in
February, but if you are entering for your exams using the NEC exam entry service, our deadline is in January.
However, in order to secure your place, we recommend booking between October and December.
If you have special access arrangements your exam entry deadlines will be earlier. Once you are enrolled on a
course with NEC, entry deadlines will be available to you on the Exams and Assessment page of our learning
platform, learn@nec.
Private centres will have their own deadlines so if you are organising your own exams make sure you check what the
centre?s deadline for entry is. Late entries have an additional cost, set by the awarding organisation. In addition to
this, all exam centres have a date after which they do not accept any entries.
In addition to exam deadlines, do remember that for all UCAS application you need to make your plan as soon as
possible as these all need to be submitted well before Christmas, even if you decide to take a short study break and
resume your revision in the new year.

At NEC we have put a lot of work
into building a seamless exam
booking service for students who
are enrolled with us. We can do this
because we are an exam centre in
our own right, and we work with a
network of partnership exam
centres across the country.
We will be happy to help advise you
if you decide to retake one, or more,
of your A level subjects.
Have a look at our Exams Handbook
for more advice on how to get this
organised and for more information
about special arrangements.
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Can I st u dy som et h in g dif f er en t ?
If you have failed your A level Chemistry, Spanish or Biology, there is no obligation to do a retake. You can
therefore either try the same A level you took previously, or potentially use this time to consider swapping your
subject choice. For example if you didn?t get the grade in Biology but need another A level, why not try Psychology
or Maths? Try to think carefully about your options and personal interests when deciding what to resit - or to
start from scratch.

Cou r se spot ligh t
A level Hist or y of Ar t
In the time of social media, images pervade our lives. From
magazines to book design, houses to swimming pools, the
study of art informs you about the world, improving your
visual literacy and analytical skills.
Our A level History of Art online course will help you to
become a more inquiring, critical and analytical thinker. As
you progress through this course, you?ll learn to develop
reasoned arguments and draw logical conclusions. Studying
A level History of Art online provides exceptional preparation
for many careers where critical thinking and evidence plays a
crucial role in decision making, as well as careers in the arts.

Lear n m or e

Cou r se spot ligh t
A level Econ om ics
Economics shapes how we allocate limited resources and measures the
impact of our choices. Through our A level Economics online course, with
the support of a tutor, you?ll study the UK and global economy; using
economic theory to analyse issues and present your ideas and
conclusions in a clear, logical way.
If you?re pursuing a career in business, finance or politics, this qualification
is the perfect choice. It will also build your problem-solving, analytical and
decision-making skills, in readiness for a wide range of future career and
university choices.

Lear n m or e

It m ay f eel lik e a ch allen gin g t im e, an d t h e last t h in g you m ay f eel lik e doin g is pick in g
t h at t ext book u p an d t r yin g again bu t do t r y an d look at it as a f r esh oppor t u n it y. Ask
f r ien ds an d f am ily f or ext r a su ppor t an d t r y appr oach in g you r st u dies dif f er en t ly. Th e
lon g-t er m r ew ar ds w ill ou t st r ip t h e sh or t -t er m ef f or t n eeded.
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Addit ion al ser vices f or NEC st u den t s
To help you get the best results from your study, we offer a range of additional services that can be
purchased separately should you need extra support.
-

Past paper m ar k in g
Revision t u t or ial
Opt ion al t u t or ial on a t opic of you r ch oice
Addit ion al r eview on you r pr ogr ess
UCAS applicat ion ser vice - NEC's UCAS Service can support you with predicted grades, a reference for
your university applications, and even additional support on writing your personal statement.

Resit t in g as a pr ivat e or ext er n al
can didat e
If you are considering retaking your A levels but don?t think you can go back to studying in a classroom, then maybe
online learning is the way forward for you. Not only does it provide greater flexibility with a timetable that can fit
around your work, life or business, but it can mean that you can start studying for your A levels while you embark
on your resits, or can continue to undertake paid employment - therefore not holding you back.
With online learning you will have the freedom to study at your own pace. Moving through the modules at your own
speed can mean more time to concentrate on the areas you found more difficult, and less on those you didn?t!
If you do decide to retake your exams through online learning, locating an exam centre and ensuring that you are
entered correctly for the exam you plan to take can be stressful.
NEC is unique as we are the only distance learning provider who can offer an guaranteed exam place for our
students at one of our partnership exam centres across England, and if you wish to sit an exam at one of these
centres, our exams team can arrange this for you.
As an approved exam centre, NEC can cover all types of exams, including: written exams, oral exams,
coursework/non-examination assessments, plus practical endorsements and spoken language endorsements. Not
only do we offer an exam pass guarantee to our students, but NEC students consistently perform as well or even
better in their exams than national outcomes.
Alternatively you can find your own exam centre but still enrol on one of our online courses.
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So w h at is ou r exam pass
gu ar an t ee?
With our students, we are confident that if you complete all your assignments
and follow our advice on working through the course, you will pass your exams.
However, if you don?t, get in touch and we?ll arrange support for you to try again
at the next exam session. You will need to pay the exam fees for the resit and
please be aware that we are only able to do this if you have completed all your
assignments and the specification for your course is still being examined.

You r exam
If you decide to retake your A levels using an online provider like NEC you will not be different to any other A level
student when it comes to the exam. You will sit the exam in person, and at the same time, as all other A level students
for that subject - with the same exam conditions and regulations applying. There is always a fee to sit the A level
exam. The exact cost of this will vary depending on your A level course.

How m u ch w ill it cost t o r esit m y
A levels?
Resitting your A levels will involve paying exam fees, and potentially - if you need additional learning support - fees for
a private tutor or course fees.

Cou r se f ees
How much you pay for your course will depend on where and how you choose to study, as well as the course
materials you will need to support your learning.
Doing an A level in person at a local college can cost upwards of £1000 per subject per annum for your tuition.
A typical A level through online learning will cost £750 and is a much more affordable route, yet still enables you to
learn with an expert as you will receive tutor support through assignment marking and robust feedback.
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Wh at can I do t o pr epar e f or m y
exam s?
Once you have decided to embark on a resit for your A levels and have made a decision on how, where and
when you will be doing them, then you need to pick up your textbooks, look again at your revision notes, and
get back to studying!
We have a wealth of information, written by experts, to help you reboot and restart your learning. You are not
on your own. Visit our website for more information so you can take advantage of some of our top advice for
exam success.
In addition, we have worked closely with UCAS to prepare a series of free study skills guides, which provide
further information and guidance - including one on understanding and answering exam questions. These can
be downloaded from the UCAS website.

Wh en w ill I get m y r esu lt s f or m y
A level r esit s?
Once you decide to resit then the first date to mark in your calendar is the date you will find out if you have been
more successful this time around! For A level resits sat in May/June, results will be available on the third Thursday in
August.

Let NEC h elp you r esit you r A levels
an d r ealise you r pat h t o su ccess
Wide r an ge of su bject s

Cou r se f ees

Over 55 year s' exper ien ce

When you choose to study your A
levels through online distance
learning with NEC, you?ll be joining
thousands of students who have
exceeded their expectations and
gone on to get great grades by
studying from home. You may be
home schooling from the start, or
perhaps looking to retake A levels
through distance learning in order
to improve on previous grades.

NEC course fees cover:

Thousands of adults and young
people across the UK and beyond
have gained life-changing
qualifications by studying A levels
with NEC. What matters most to us
is the success of our students, so
we offer all the support you need,
combined with total flexibility to
learn the way you want to.

Fin d ou t m or e.

-

-

most course materials
(some subjects require
additional set texts)
assignment feedback
online diagnostic exercises
and assessments
quizzes, videos, ebooks,
and webinars.

Whatever subject you want to
study, you can sample our course
materials before you sign up. When
you've made your choice, you can
enrol at any time and start studying
when it suits you.
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We?re so confident in our expertise
that we offer all students our exam
pass guarantee.
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Wh y N EC?
When you choose to study for
your A level retakes through
online distance learning with NEC,
you will be joining thousands of
students who have exceeded
their expectations and gone on to
get great grades by studying from
home. You can trust NEC?s 55+
years of experience to support
you.

Nat ion al Ext en sion College
The Michael Young Centre, School House,
Homerton Gardens, Cambridge, CB2 8EB

0800 389 2839

in f o@n ec.ac.u k

w w w.n ec.ac.u k

